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5 F 1. Regardless of the setting in which he suffers (home, hospital or torture room), and

regardless of the cause of his suffering (disease, burns, torture or malfunctioning of
the pain network itself), the person in great pain -experiences his own body as the
agent of his agony. The ceaseless, self-announcing signal of the body in pain, at
once so empty and undifferentiated and so full of blaring adversity, contains not only
B the feeling “my body hurts” but the feeling “my body hurts me”.  This part of the
pain, like almost all others, is usually invisible to anyone outside the boundaries of the
sufferer’s body, though it sometimes becomes visible when a young child or an
101 ~ animal in the first moments of acute distress takes maddening flight, fleeing from its

own body as though it were a part of the environment that could be left behind. (12

1)

2. We must eliminate the widespread conviction — spread, unfortunately by
certain ethnologists — that the shaman, this personage essential to life in all
primitive societies, is a sort of lunatic whom his society would take care of and tear
away from iliness and marginality by charging him with assuring communication
151 between earth and the beyond, between the community and the supernatural. By
transforming the psychopath into a doctor, society would integrate him while profiting
from his “gifts” and in this way would block the probable development of his
- psychosis: the shaman would no longer be his tribe’s doctor, but in short, a madman
cared for by society. The absurdity of such a discourse is due to a single thing: those

who utter it have never seen a shaman. (12 47)

3. It is only our Western societies that quite recently turned man into an economic
20 ‘ animal. But we are not yet all animals of the same species. In both lower and
upper classes pure irrational expenditure is in current practice: it is still characteristic
of some French noble houses. Flomo oeconomicus [economic man] is not behind us,
B but before, like the moral man, the man of duty, the scientific man and the reasonable
man. For a long time man was something quite different; and it is not so fong now

since he became a machine — a calculating machine. (Marcel Mauss, The Gif,

- 1967:74) (12 43)
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